
 

 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this land, the Gomeroi 
(also known as Gamilaraay, Gamilaroi and Kamilaroi) people,  

whose ancestors are buried in the Thallon district. 

Most people who died at Thallon in the first few years after its 
establishment in 1911 were buried in or near the town, but the burial 
place of most individuals is now unknown. Burials began in what is now 
the Old Thallon Cemetery before the cemetery reserve was formally 
established in 1918. Graves with old wooden fences were still visible 
there in the early 1960s. There were also some graves in the former 
Railway Reserve, now within the current cemetery off William Street. No 
trace of those graves remains but older residents remember the old 
wooden fence around a grave there in the 1960s. Two or three graves 
near the south-western edge of town, with their paling fences already 
decrepit in the early 1950s, have also been mentioned, as has a single 
grave, visible in the 1930s, between (Old) Bullamon and Thallon. There 
are many other graves in the district, also mostly unmarked, from the 
period of pastoral settlement which preceded establishment of Thallon. 

Old Thallon Cemetery, in remnant woodland on the sandhill near 
the town, is an appropriate place to remember the many people who 
have died in this district who now have no known grave. To reach 
the cemetery, head south on the Highway (towards Mungindi) and 
follow the signs from the turnoff on your right, just out of Thallon. 
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The Thallon Cemetery Reserve 

established in 1918 is near the 

centre of this map. The present 

fence was erected by the 

Balonne Shire Council in 2013 

to replace an earlier metal fence 

built around what people 

familiar with the area had 

estimated to be the cemetery’s 

location, after all traces of it had 

disappeared. The sign was 

erected at the same time. (This 

map is part of Town of Thallon, 

Qld Survey Office, 1963.) 

CREATION OF THE CEMETERY RESERVE 

Consideration of a cemetery reserve at Thallon was underway in 1915. 
A map showing the proposed site was provided by Thallon residents to 
the Council, and by it to the Lands Department, in 1916. The Postmaster, 
Mr McGeever, played a large part in having the cemetery established. 

At its meeting in June 1917, as reported by the Balonne Beacon, the 
Council offered no objection to a one-acre reserve being taken for a 
cemetery “at the back of old Bullamon paddock fence”. The survey plan 
of the cemetery reserve (Portion 95, BLM 282), made by Surveyor Leahy 
in December 1917, shows an east-west line of old fence posts bisecting 
the reserve, with what appears to be an enclosed group of graves plus a 
single grave next to it, all immediately south of the fence line and towards 
the western side of the reserve. The posts would have been part of the 
fence of a horse paddock near Bullamon homestead: the land on which 
the cemetery was established was part of Bullamon Station until 1914. 
Perhaps the enclosed group of graves preceded Thallon and were 
associated with Bullamon. Surveyor Leahy noted that the area near and 
in the reserve was thickly timbered with box trees and contained dense 
prickly pear from 3 to 5 feet (around 0.9 to 1.5 metres) high. 

LIFE AND DEATH IN EARLY THALLON 

Thallon changed considerably during its first few years but was always 
busy and largely self-sufficient. In 1913, in addition to the railway, it had 
several businesses, which included 3 or 4 general stores, a baker, a 
butcher, a fruiterer, a blacksmith and a produce merchant; a stock and 
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station agent and forwarding agent; a hotel and a boarding house, plus 
the post office and school. There were said to be 8 dwelling houses 
(presumably excluding accommodation attached to businesses) and a 
total population of 57, with about 14 children enrolled at the school. It had 
resident police except for the period from June 1913 to December 1915, 
when the nearest police were at Mungindi and Dirranbandi. Thallon had 
been a rail hub for the district since 1911, and that continued after the 
railway to Dirranbandi opened in 1913. Thallon was said to be serviced 
by around 16 carriers, transporting heavy loading on wagons drawn by 
horse or bullock teams, on the Thallon-St George and Thallon-Mungindi 
routes. Cobb & Co ran a twice-weekly coach service to both St George 
and Mungindi, and also ran a car service, but transport was subject to 
disruption by wet weather, as the roads were just dirt tracks. 

Most early funerals at Thallon were conducted entirely by the 
townspeople. Alf Rolph, the blacksmith, usually acted as undertaker. The 
burial service was usually conducted by a lay person of the appropriate 
religion as no clergyman was available. Ernest Albin Smith, a Justice of 
the Peace stationed in Thallon as stock inspector from 1914 to 1916, 
conducted magisterial inquiries where necessary and authorised burials. 

Roads and transport improved from the 1920s and people who died at 
Thallon were then usually buried at Mungindi or St George. Since the 
1990s there has been a return to local burial, by choice, and there are 
now many graves in the William Street cemetery. Some people are 
buried on family properties and some have chosen to be cremated and 
have their ashes buried or scattered, including on the Moonie River. 

. EARLY BURIALS AT THALLON 

Sadly, Thallon’s first known burial was the result of suicide. Henry 
Betland, a labourer aged about 36, was found hanged from a tree near 
the Daymar Road on 29 March 1913. He was buried at Thallon next day. 
A magisterial inquiry was held on 4 April by the Bullamon Station 
manager, George Hunter Wilkie JP. According to a report in the Balonne 
Beacon, Mr Betland was a stranger to Thallon. 

On 9 March 1914, 60-year-old Scottish labourer Alexander John 
McLean was found dead at his camp in the bush near the trucking yards 
on the western outskirts of Thallon. He had been ill with dysentery for 
about two weeks and had tried to treat himself with medicine bought from 
local stores. There was a doctor at Mungindi but the state of the road 
would have made it difficult to reach him. The order for burial was given 
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by Ernest Smith, who also held a magisterial inquiry into Mr McLean’s 
death. Acting Sergeant Nash from Mungindi managed to reach Thallon 
after Mr McGeever contacted the Mungindi (Qld) police station, and was 
present at the funeral, held at Thallon on 9 March. 

Donald MacDonald, a well-known carrier on the Thallon-St George 
route, was found dead somewhere between Goorarooman and Thallon 
on 20 January 1915. He had left his camp the previous evening to attend 
to his horses, and it was thought that the horse he was riding ran him 
into a tree. His body was found by another carrier and brought to Thallon 
for burial. His death certificate described his place of death as “Old 
Bullamon Run”. This was part of the Bullamon leasehold land east of the 
Moonie River which the Australian Pastoral Company had surrendered 
from July 1914, but it had retained the right to use land not yet selected. 
According to the death certificate, Mr MacDonald was from Scotland and 
aged about 65. Ernest Smith also gave the order for Mr MacDonald’s 
burial and conducted a magisterial inquiry into his death. 

Mrs Rachel Donoghue died at Thallon on 13 August 1915, aged 63, 
and was buried there the same day. The order for burial was given by 
Mr Smith. Mrs Donoghue had apparently been in poor health for some 
time. Originally from Mudgee, she married John Donoghue when she 
was 18 and eventually moved to Angledool. At the time of her death, she 
was staying at Thallon with her daughter Mrs White, whose husband was 
a tank sinker. Another daughter, Mrs Rodney, also lived at Thallon. 
Mrs Donoghue’s grave was one of those in the former Railway Reserve 
near William Street. About 17 years after her death, her body was 
exhumed so she could be buried at Angledool with her husband, who 
died in 1931. 

Edgar William Tighe, aged 3 years and 3 months, died near Daymar in 
January 1916 after becoming lost in the bush. His parents, William and 
Ida Tighe, lived at Talwood. William was a shearer. Mrs Tighe and their 
children were visiting a selection near Daymar when Edgar wandered 
away from the house on Sunday 23 January. A search said to have 
involved about 30 people, including police from Thallon, Mungindi and 
Goondiwindi, was initially concentrated on the near side of a 6-foot-high 
dingo-proof fence in the belief that Edgar could not have got over or 
through it, but he had done so. Once the search was extended to the 
other side of the fence, tracks were soon found, leading to the discovery 
of Edgar’s body on 29 January, almost a week after he had disappeared. 
A local selector’s diary entry for that day read “Lost child found on 
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Bullamon - dead.” Due to the heat and lack of water, hope of finding 
Edgar alive had faded quickly. His body was brought to Thallon, where 
he was buried next day. The local parish priest, Father Wright from 
Goondiwindi, officiated. 

Michael Ryan died at Thallon on 5 April 1916 at the home of his 
daughter, Mrs Margaret McNulty, who owned the boarding house in Pine 
Street.. The Brisbane Courier reported that “The funeral took place to the 
new cemetery on the Mungindi-road.” That would be what is now the Old 
Thallon Cemetery, though its status was not yet official: the road to 
Mungindi at that time was via Dareel. Mr Ryan, who was in his 80s when 
he died, was born in Ireland but spent most of his life in Australia, much 
of it at Inverell where he was a blacksmith from the 1850s. 

Benjamin Joseph Mitchell, aged 1 year and 4 months, died of 
convulsions on 13 August 1916 and was buried at Thallon two days later. 
Benjamin’s parents were Stephen and Lilian Mitchell, whose family are 
long-standing residents of Thallon. Mrs Mitchell was taking Benjamin to 
Mungindi for medical attention but he died shortly after they left Thallon. 

Thelma May McCasker, daughter of Henry and Ida McCasker of Yarran 
Vale, Daymar, died of meningitis on 22 February 1917, a few days before 
her third birthday. She died at the Thallon hotel and was buried at Thallon 
the next day. Her grave, one of those near William Street, is said to have 
been originally surrounded by a white picket fence with blue top. There 
was an outbreak of meningitis in the district that year, with several deaths 
reported including at Mungindi, St George and Dirranbandi. Dr Fitzpatrick 
of Mungindi attended Thelma at Thallon. Due to a shortage of doctors, 
he was also being called to patients at St George and Dirranbandi.  

Joseph Arthur Beswick, known locally as Ranger Metcalf, was buried 
at Thallon on 17 April 1924. Metcalf/Beswick, aged 23, was a station 
hand on Wandibindle Station near Gradule, where he was shot on the 
morning of 16 April by another employee, who was later convicted of 
murder. Constable Laird from Thallon drove to Wandibindle to assist 
Talwood police and when Dr McDonnell from St George had completed 
a post mortem, he arranged for the body to be brought to Thallon for 
burial, which is believed to have been in the Old Thallon Cemetery. 

Lawrence Moore died at Eumerella on 28 October 1924, aged about 80, 
and was buried in the sandhill cemetery (Old Thallon Cemetery) next 
day. He grew up in the Mudgee area but came to Queensland as a young 
man. He was married at St George in 1869 and worked on stations in the 
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border district before taking up a small selection near Goodooga. He 
spent most of his later life with his eldest son near Augathella, but when 
his health declined, he came to Thallon to live with his daughter, 
Mrs Amy Gibson, at Eumerella. 

In the late 1920s an unknown man was buried by Constable Laird and 
Herb Gibson next to where Herb found his body, near the Dareel Road 
on the Three Mile Reserve across the Moonie River from Eumerella. He 
was assumed to have been travelling on foot in search of work during 
the Depression and died of unknown causes. 

EARLIER DEATHS IN THE DISTRICT 

With so much of the land having now been cleared for cultivation, it is 
difficult to imagine how the district looked when Thallon was first 
established, or during the 60 to 70 years before that when it was 
occupied by large cattle and sheep stations. Much of it was covered with 
a dense growth of trees in which people could easily become lost. From 
the late 1890s to early 1930s, parts of it were thickly infested with prickly 
pear. There were several instances of children from Thallon becoming 
lost for substantial periods of time before either being found or finding 
their own way home. Dense timber also created a high risk of injury and 
sometimes death from being dashed against a tree, particularly while 
pursuing cattle or horses. There were many deaths by drowning, often 
when attempting to cross rivers or creeks on horseback. Some travellers 
died of thirst, even when following a defined track, when they did not 
reach water or failed to find it. Others died in the bush from unknown 
causes. Their remains were sometimes not found until months or years 
after they died, and sometimes not at all. Of course, people also died 
from a variety of illnesses and medical conditions, which were sometimes 
exacerbated by the circumstances in which they lived and worked. 

****************** 

Near the old Bullamon homestead is a headstone inscribed: “In memory 
of James Poole Hill born 15th February 1875 died 2nd August 1877. Also 
Frank Reginald Robert Hill born 17th March 1879 died 22nd June 1882. 
The dearly loved sons of James and Lucy Anna Hill.” James, born in 
South Australia, died of croup. Frank, born at Bullamon, died of 
bronchitis. Their father, James Hill Senior, managed Bullamon Station 
for Fisher and Hill, in which he was a partner, from 1875 to at least 1882. 

The Hill children’s grave is one of the few isolated 19th century graves in 
the district that are now identifiable. 
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Charles Moody, who died aged 8 months on 14 April 1865 from 
complications of teething, is also buried at Bullamon but the site of his 
grave is not known. His parents, William and Mary Ann, were English 
migrants who later settled at Mungindi. 

In September 1868, Hugh Bryden, a former station manager on the 
lower Moonie, left Bullamon to ride to Mungindi. After a short distance, 
he stopped for his horse to drink from the river while his companion rode 
on. He was not seen again. His horse was found, unsaddled, and months 
later, stockmen from a neighbouring station found his hat, which looked 
to have been removed from his body by dingoes. 

On 11 February 1873, Reginald Uhr, Police Magistrate from St George, 
held a magisterial inquiry at Bullamon into the death of Dennis Bellamy, 
known as James Green, a 28-year-old stockman on the old Bullawarrie 
Station (between Bullamon and Dareel), who was found to have drowned 
there while riding across the Moonie River on 6 February. His body was 
found in the river on 8 February and buried in a blanket on the riverbank. 

Michael Collins, aged about 27 and part of a dam-making team from 
Dalby, died on 16 August 1876 at Siddons’ Dam on Tommoo, in the 
western part of Bullamon, as the result of a head injury received at the 
Nindigully hotel on 15 July. He was buried at the Dam on 18 August after 
a magisterial inquiry by St George Police Magistrate Thomas Mowbray. 

Charles Davis, boundary rider and sheep overseer at Tommoo, died at 
Tommoo early on 17 February 1881 and was buried there that day. Davis 
was aged 29. His death required investigation as it occurred shortly after 
a disagreement with another employee, during which some blows were 
exchanged. James Hill, summoned from Bullamon homestead, 
conducted a magisterial inquiry, ordered burial and read the burial 
service. The cause of death was undetermined but subsequent medical 
opinion was that it had probably resulted from an underlying medical 
condition, and not the blow or blows Davis had received to his head. 

A body found in the Cook’s Dam Paddock of Bullamon on 12 June 1881 
and buried there on 15 June was believed to be that of William 
Schewopp, but nothing seems to have been known about him except 
that he was a sailor. He was believed to have perished for want of water. 

Robert Ayers Phillips, aged 26, the storekeeper at the Bullamon 
woolshed, was found dead at the store from a self-inflicted gunshot on 
18 September 1881. He was buried on Bullamon, presumably near the 
shed, on 21 September after a magisterial inquiry by Mr Mowbray. 
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The body of John Davis, aged 26, a boundary rider at Bumble in the 
northern part of Bullamon, was found caught on a tree in the Moonie 
River on 12 February 1890. From the inquiry into his death, it seems that 
he had crossed the river on horseback on 30 January to check sheep but 
the river then rose substantially and he drowned while attempting to 
return to his hut. As Davis lived and worked alone, his absence was not 
noticed for some time. He was buried at Bumble. 

Adam (“Scotty”) Thomsen, a horse-breaker and wool-presser aged 
about 35, drowned in the Moonie River on 9 January 1893 while crossing 
on horseback near Bullamon homestead. He was buried at Bullamon. 

Oliver Malyn, a shed hand at Bullamon shed, died suddenly on the 
evening of 12 August 1895. Malyn was aged around 67 and understood 
to have a heart condition, to which his death was attributed. He was 
buried at Bullamon, also presumably near the shed. 

The body of a man apparently dead for about six weeks and believed to 
be French wool classer Henry D’Amontong, was found in the Briery 
Paddock of Bullamon in February 1900 and was buried there by police. 
Death was attributed to thirst. D’Amontong had been reported missing 
from Mugan Station, south-east of Bullamon, about two months before 
and may have been following a road from there to Bullamon. A search at 
the time was abandoned due to rain having obscured any tracks. 

Mishaps with candles, kerosene lamps and open fires caused many 
deaths. Sixteen-year-old Letitia Plant, daughter of James and 
Susannah (Susan) Plant, died at Goorarooman on 10 June 1910 of burns 
and peritonitis resulting from her clothes catching alight while she was 
cooking on an open fire. She was buried at Goorarooman, where her 
father was employed as a contractor. The Plant family had been in the 
local district for several years, including at Bullamon. 

Many Chinese people lived and worked in the district during the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries and some would have been buried here, but the 
location of their graves is now unknown. There were said to be some 
Chinese graves on the sandhill between Bullamon and Thallon. 
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